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Streaming Internet video a new way to spread the Gospel

By Franz KLEIN
Staff Writer

LA CROSSE - First there
was YouTube. Then there was
GodTube. Now there’s Catholic-
Tube.

Streaming video is all the rage
on the Internet, and some peo-
ple are starting to realize how
valuable a tool this technology
can be in reaching out to young
Catholics.

“1,600 years later, St. Augus-
tine would have done his ‘Con-
fessions’ in video and streamed
it on the Internet,” Travis Bou-
dreaux, the tech-savvy Louisiana
Catholic who founded Catholic-
Tube.com several months ago,
told The Catholic Times.

A Catholic Web watcher

On his Catholic-Tube blog,
Boudreaux posts daily some
of the best Catholic videos and
podcasts uploaded to major sites
like YouTube.com and GodTube.
com, as well as smaller Catholic
operations such as LoveToBe-
Catholic.com and SQPN.com.

A veteran Web watcher, Bou-
dreaux believes that video is the
future of the Internet. “There will
always be room for audio and
the written word, but video pro-
vides a dynamic that’s not there
otherwise,” he said. “Imagine if
you could see St. Augustine’s
emotion. There’s so much that’s
lost without voice inflection and
hand gestures.”

In the beginning ...

YouTube.com was created in
2005 and has been owned by
Google, Inc., since October of
last year. According to Alexa.
com’s statistical analysis, You-
Tube is currently the third-most
frequented Web site on the Inter-
net.

On YouTube, users can up-
load, view and share music vid-
eos and television clips, as well
as video content of their own
creation. More than 65 million
videos have been uploaded to
date. While no pornographic or
nude videos are permitted, You-
Tube relies on its community of
viewers to identify and flag such

uploads.

A quick search of YouTube’s
contents for “Christian” will
return a staggering 329,000-
plus videos, while a search for
“Catholic” will yield 21,000-
plus results.

Several bishops use the site,
including Philadelphia’s Car-
dinal Justin Rigali, who post-
ed a series of reflections, and
Toronto’s Archbishop Thomas
Collins, whose monthly Lectio
Divina meditations have been
watched by thousands of view-
ers.

But nearly half of the videos
on the first page of search re-
sults for “Christianity” portray
the faith in a negative light. And
while a search for “Catholic”
will yield an inspiring video by
“KaterinaMarie” called “Why
I am Catholic,” and a clip of a
Mass narrated by Bishop Fulton
Sheen in 1941 among its ini-
tial results, there’s also a video
parodying the Church sex abuse
scandals, as well as lots of oth-
ers that are anti-Catholic or con-
tain salacious material.
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This is the top of the homepage of LoveToBeCatholic.com, a Catholic video-sharing
site established by Thomas Hall last year. Similar to the wildly popular YouTube.
com and Christian spin-off GodTube.com, LoveToBeCatholic provides a forum for
Catholics to use advances in technology to share their faith — but without the sala-
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cious videos of YouTube and the purported anti-Catholicism of GodTube.

Providing a Christian forum

“That’s why we believe bibli-
cal topics need to be discussed
in a forum that is respectful of
the Word,” GodTube.com co-
founder and chief executive of-
ficer Chris Wyatt said in a Cath-
olic Times interview.

With its first version launched
last January, GodTube’s quick
growth has been phenomenal.
The site, which recently add-
ed an alternative to the secular
networking site Facebook.com,
already contains more than
48,000 videos. Wyatt said the
site logged more than 10 million
visitors by the end of 2007.

“We knew it would be big, but
we didn’t know how big ‘big’
was,” Wyatt said. “We are the
largest Christian site on the In-
ternet at this point. Jesus used a
sailboat — the most technologi-
cally advanced form of trans-
portation — to deliver His mes-
sage in a few instances. We're
doing the same thing. The mes-
sage isn’t changing; the way the
message is carried is changing.”

But accusations of anti-Ca-
tholicism have plagued God-
Tube, as some users have posted
videos that try to discredit the
Church’s teaching on the priest-
hood, the sacraments, the papa-
cy and other things.

Wyatt, a Baptist, said anti-Ca-
tholicism would not be tolerat-
ed. “We don’t stand for that,” he
said, although he admitted that
there were some anti-Catholic
videos up until a recent string
of articles brought them to the
company’s attention.

Even with these videos re-
moved, more staid clips claim-
ing to discredit elements of
Catholic teaching remain on the
site, including a John MacAr-
thur lecture series on “The Pope
and the Papacy.”

More troublingly, a thread at
the Catholic Answers Forum
(Catholic.com) claims that the
GodTube version of the same

“Why I am Catholic” video
found on YouTube had com-
ments that added scriptural
weight to Catholicism deleted.

A Catholic solution

Thomas Hall, founder of
LoveToBeCatholic.com, be-
lieves he has come up with a
better solution.

“About a month ago, I typed
‘Catholic’ in on YouTube, and
six of the first 10 responses were
anti-Catholic propaganda,” Hall
told The Catholic Times. 1 felt
Catholics needed an equal voice
and a safe environment to learn
about their faith and to evange-
lize.”

Some time earlier, Hall had
made a commitment at his Chi-
cago parish to use his talents to
spread the Gospel. With a back-
ground including Web work
with Fortune 500 companies,
Hall, who just moved with his
family to Minneapolis, natural-
ly turned to the Internet.

He launched LoveToBeCath-
olic.com in beta form at the end
of October. Like YouTube and
GodTube, LoveToBeCatholic
is a Web platform for people to
post videos. But unlike them,
LoveToBeCatholic is specifical-
ly Catholic, and Hall works to
ensure that nothing anti-Catho-
lic gets posted.

Hall says the online Catholic
community has embraced his
site. “In the first month I went
from zero to 3,000 visitors per
day,” he said. “I’ve had to up-
grade the servers twice, and I'll
have to do that again this year.
But that’s a really nice problem
to have.”

Videos range from priests’
sermons, to humorous skits and
church events. Some of Hall’s
favorites are vocations videos
that show young religious in
habits engaged in sports or other
activities with youth. “You can’t
capture that in text or audio,” he
said.



